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Passing the Torch: The Good Food Movement 
Must Support Black Farmers

Doing something, according to Rashid, should be centered around 
supporting urban agriculture and small rural farms. “Small and 
urban farmers comprise significant segments of the Georgia 
Organics constituency, regardless of race, gender or ethnicity. 
Greater support should be given to these folk,” he said.

Rashid’s contributions to Georgia’s agricultural community and 
to The Good Food Movement are unparalleled. “As the former 
Georgia Organics Board Chair, Rashid helped forge the Georgia 
Organics that exists today,” says President & CEO Alice Rolls. 
“He pushed us to be more inclusive. He taught us how to think 
critically about making sure there were farmers of color and the 
voices of those who've been historically oppressed at the table." 

These marginalized voices include Black farmers who battle racist 
farming and land policies impeding their effort to procure land and 
bequeath land ownership and wealth generationally. 

The absence of Black farmers at the table continues to stymie the 
Good Food Movement by isolating important perspectives and 
potential solutions to our problems. Although Georgia Organics 
has come a long way in addressing the lack of inclusivity in the 
Good Food Movement during the past 21 years, we still have more 
work to do.       

When asked about how the Georgia Organics constituency can 
support Black farmers specifically Rashid said the following, 

“I don’t think we can 
afford to sit back and just 
watch anymore. People 
are going to have to 
move and do something 
and Georgia Organics is 
a good place to start.”

Rashid is a change agent. During his more than 40 
years of service in global agriculture, he has assisted public, 
private, and community-based business in 35+ countries and 
served as a USDA appointee for four years during the Clinton 
administration. Regarded as a foremost thought leader on 
urban farming, Rashid is the CEO and President of Truly Living 
Well (TLW) in metro Atlanta. 

Rashid founded TLW in 2006 and stewarded the organization 
as it grew from a small plot of backyard land to a sustainable 
organic farm on Washington Road in East Point. TLW also 
recently opened its Collegetown Farm & Education Center 
in the West End neighborhood of Atlanta. TLW harvests 
fresh produce year round, which it makes widely available to 
community members, specifically SNAP recipients and those 
with limited access to fresh food. TLW also hosts workshops 
and classes to teach aspiring farmers and gardeners about 
healthy farming practices. 

Last year, Georgia Organics hosted our 20th Anniversary 
conference in Atlanta where we presented Rashid with 
the 2017 Land Stewardship Award to recognize him for his 
immense leadership and sacrifice to our movement. “Just 
stand up, do the work, provide the leadership, and continue 
to put the energy into that which you believe in,” said Rashid 
during his acceptance speech. “I don’t think we can afford to 
sit back and just watch anymore. People are going to have 
to move and do something and Georgia Organics is a good 
place to start.” 
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“Black Farmers should be 
concerned with programs 
such as the Farmers 
Market and Local Food 
Promotion Programs and 
Organic Certification Cost-
Share losing funding. Both 
of these programs reduce 
financial barriers and allow 
farmers to take advantage 
of the fast growing local 

demand for their produce and specialty products. The single 
most important thing a Black farmer can do right now, is go 
to his/her member of Congress' field office and let them 
know these programs are beneficial for both farmers and 
the surrounding economy. The second most important thing 
a Black farmer can do, is to make sure national farming 
organizations, with boots-on-the ground in Washington 
D.C., understand the Black farmers' needs and priorities. 
The one thing the Black farmer cannot afford to do this 
Farm Bill cycle is to stay quiet.” - Gabraelle Lane, Southern 
Sustainable Agriculture Working Group

“Past efforts to connect Black farmers 
with commercial Big Ag were wrong-
headed and counterproductive. The 
new food movement has created a local 
food economy that we can now expand. 
In order to grow, we have to link small 
farmers of all ethnicities with outlets for 
sales, resources and training. Growers 
of all agricultural products - produce, 
meat and added value products - 
require supports similar to the ones that 
Big Ag receive from the government 
- subsidies, loan guarantees, 
infrastructure development and 
regulatory assistance. Supports from 
academia, foundations, community 
philanthropists and local consumers 
are also necessary if we are to build 
a system that is healthy for farmers, 
consumers and the environment.”
Support for small midscale sustainable Black growers are 
typically found in the Farm Bill. Unfortunately, this support is 
piece meal and just a drop in the bucket compared to support 
for large conventional agriculture. “I would like to see the new 
Farm Bill address land ownership, particularly for black farmers 
who have been historically dispossessed,” said Rashid. “Food 
self-sufficiency, food security and food sovereignty for all 
people, rural and urban, are all great concerns. The farm bill 
can address these issues.” Although we now live in a society 
where eating local, organic food and living sustainably are 
culturally trendy, organizations and farms working to make 
good food for all face more threats than ever before. 

The most recent version of the Farm Bill would have drastically 
reduced or eliminated many of the support programs Rashid, 
and other small rural and urban farmers, champion. Although 
an earlier version of the bill was defeated by the U.S. House 
of Representatives, by the time this edition of The Dirt is 
published, Congress could enact another version of the Farm 
Bill. This version could support or undermine billions of dollars 
in investments for a better food and farm future. 

Earlier this year, Rashid announced that he will be stepping 
down from his post at TLW and recruiting a predecessor. 
Rashid’s retirement from TLW is representative of the 
beginning of a new era for agriculture in Georgia and nationally. 
This era is one of uncertainty for small farmers. Now more 
than ever, we must uplift our farmers, especially those who’ve 
been ostracized from the Good Food Movement previously. 
The proposed cuts to the Farm Bill demonstrate an attempt 
to target Black farmers. Black farmers continue to fight an 
uphill battle in order to own and operate farms independently. 
The work Black farmers do to feed and educate our most 
devastated communities is indispensible and therefore we 
must support them.

“I would like to see stronger 
support for infrastructure 
development for Black 
farmers. Farming is not just 
growing food or raising 
livestock but also processing, 
packaging and selling it. The 
difference between having 
infrastructure to do this 
or not means success or 

failure. We need more programs supporting this work.” - 
Brennan Washington, Southern Sustainable Agriculture 
Research & Education / Phoenix Gardens

“Black farmers are looking for access-
to funding resources, markets, and 
technical assistance and outreach. 
Access can be maintained and 
strengthened by ensuring that key 
programs such EQIP and SNAP stay 
alive. Outreach can be maintained 
by ensuring survival and continued 
funding of critical programs such 
as 2501.” - Eric Simpson, West 
Georgia Farmer’s Cooperative

Below are the thoughts of several Black farmers and advocates 
we know and love regarding the next Farm Bill. Read, reflect, 
then do your part to impart change. 
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